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Gretchen Hovda

JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

M ercedes: Gretchen Theimer Hovda was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
on January 26, 1928, to Benjamin Theimer and Hannah Brauer Theimer, the
second of 5 children. She was proceeded in death by her parents, 2 brothers, a sister,
her beloved husband Buddy, and son David. She met Hjalmer "Buddy" Hovda in 1945
on a blind date while he was training for the Navy in Moore, Oklahoma and they
married on June 19, 1948. They had 5 children, Allen (Debby)Hovda of Corpus
Christi, David (Lola Jean) Hovda of San Antonio, Gretchen Hovda of Weslaco, Hans
(Connie Hovda) of Weslaco and Hannah (Craig) Cluiss of Conroe, Texas. She has 16
grandchildren and 23 great-grandchildren.

She and Buddy first lived in Minnesota where Allen was born and went to Oklahoma City in 1951
where David was born and then settled in Progreso, Texas in 1952 to farm San Pedro Ranch where
later Gretchen, Hans, and Hannah were born. She and Buddy eventually purchased and farmed
their own land, Hovda Farms, and lived there to their last days.

Gretchen taught at Immanuel Lutheran School in Mercedes for several years. She later was the
organist and taught Sunday School for her church in Weslaco till she was 85. She was a familiar
face at the Progreso Post office where she was employed for 20 years. Faith, family, and friends
were the joys of her life. She made sure her children knew their Savior and took great joy in
sharing this with her grandchildren by teaching them prayers and children's hymns. She also
enjoyed playing Bridge, Pinochle, and 500.

She was always excited about treating her children and grandchildren to an annual reunion at
Schliterbaum every summer for over 25 years. The Hovda house was the gathering of the
neighborhood children in Progreso where Buddy had built a backstop for baseball games and the
vacant lot hosted many football games. She loved and was loved by many, and everyone was
always welcomed at the Hovda Home.
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Gretchen Hovda
JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

Obituary

Visitation will be Wednesday, November 30th, 5-8 pm, followed by a graveside service on
Thursday, December 1Ist, 11 am, at Highland Memorial Park in Weslaco. Arrangements a
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Tribute Wall Gretchen Hovda

JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

Marci Kratovil posted:

One of the loveliest ladies | ever met. My sincerest sympathy to her family. She'll be playing n singing
with the angels:)

December 25 at 2:07 PM

Marci Kratovil posted:

One of the loveliest ladies | ever met. My sincerest sympathy to her family. She'll be playing n singing
with the angels:)

December 25 at 2:07 PM

Anonymous sent a Classic Sympathy Dish Garden to the Hovda family.

November 29 at 2:26 PM

Friends & Family posted:
Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 29 at 2:26 PM

David Heck And Brenda Fojt sent a Shades of Purple to the Hovda family.

November 29 at 10:11 AM

Friends & Family posted:

David Heck and Brenda Fojt purchased the Shades of Purple for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 29 at 10:11 AM
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Tribute Wall Gretchen Hovda

JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

Anonymous sent a Lavender & White Mixed Standing Cross to the Hovda family.

November 29 at 7:35 AM

Friends & Family posted:

Lavender & White Mixed Standing Cross was purchased for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 29 at 7:35 AM

Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket to the Hovda family.

November 29 at 3:15 AM

David Heck And Brenda Fojt posted:

David Heck and Brenda Fojt purchased the Shades of Purple for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 28 at 7:00 PM

Joe (Rick) Rickert Jr. posted:

Was so saddened to hear of Mrs Hovda's passing, what a sweet grand lady. | grew up across the
street from her in Progreso and she was like a second mother to me and all the kids in the
neighborhood. A more caring, compassionate, generous and Christian lady would be hard to find. |
know all her family and friends will take comfort that she is at Peace with the Lord.Joe (Rick) Rickert
Jr.

November 28 at 4:13 PM
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Tribute Wall Gretchen Hovda

JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

Joe (Rick) Rickert Jr. posted:

Was so saddened to hear of Mrs Hovdad€™s passing, what a sweet grand lady. | grew up across the
street from her in Progreso and she was like a second mother to me and all the kids in the
neighborhood. A more caring, compassionate, generous and Christian lady would be hard to find. |
know all her family and friends will take comfort that she is at Peace with the Lord.Joe (Rick) Rickert
Jr.

November 28 at 4:13 PM

Anonymous sent a Bountiful European Dish Garden to the Hovda family.

November 28 at 12:16 PM

Friends & Family posted:
Bountiful European Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 28 at 12:16 PM

Cynthia Lopez posted:
Connie, | am so sorry for your loss. May you find comfort in God's words.

November 28 at 7:22 AM

Cynthia Lopez posted:
Connie, | am so sorry for your loss. May you find comfort in God's words.

November 28 at 7:22 AM

Progreso Coop Family sent a Fields of Europe to the Hovda family.

November 28 at 7:21 AM
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Tribute Wall Gretchen Hovda

JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

Friends & Family posted:
PROGRESO COOP FAMILY purchased the Fields of Europe for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 28 at 7:21 AM

Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket to the Hovda family.

November 28 at 12:45 AM

Friends & Family posted:
Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 28 at 12:45 AM

Progreso Coop Family posted:
PROGRESO COOP FAMILY purchased the Fields of Europe for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 27 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous sent a White Sympathy Standing Spray to the Hovda family.

November 27 at 10:46 AM

Friends & Family posted:
White Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 27 at 10:46 AM

Anonymous sent a Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All White to the Hovda family.

November 27 at 9:53 AM
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Tribute Wall Gretchen Hovda

JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

Friends & Family posted:
Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All White was purchased for the family of Gretchen Hovda.

November 27 at 9:53 AM

David W Heck posted:

God has got a great woman, | grew up with her being my mother. My heart is crying just knowing |
cant see or talk to you.

November 26 at 1:45 PM

David W Heck posted:

God has got a great woman, | grew up with her being my mother. My heart is crying just knowing |
cant see or talk to you.

November 26 at 1:45 PM

Butch & Georgia Ann Emery posted:

So sorry, we are out of town and will not be able to celebrate her outstanding life , but will be there in
spirit. She was the sweetest person who would do anything for anyone. Sending love and
condolences to family and friends. Butch & Georgia Ann

November 26 at 3:53 AM

Butch & Georgia Ann Emery posted:

So sorry, we are out of town and will not be able to celebrate her outstanding life , but will be there in
spirit. She was the sweetest person who would do anything for anyone. Sending love and
condolences to family and friends. Butch & Georgia Ann

November 26 at 3:53 AM

Friends And Family shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Friends and Family uploaded 1 to the gallery.

November 23 at 7:00 PM
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Gretchen Hovda
JAN 26, 1928 - NOV 24, 2022

November 23 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Gretchen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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